.’h-/ [

NS iy E
'CONTENTS /

4 Tk
AGM, 10 March - Page 2

~ Chairman’s Chat — Page 2

From the Ed'ito.r; Subscriptions - Page 2

Basingstoke Canal Talk — Page4 =

Our Amazing Heathlan

‘Ag & Hort Show - Page €
Garden Club - Page’
~“Medhurst Pond and |




2

Chairman’s Chat Pete Jones

We had a busy run up to Christmas, with a well-
attended talk about the heathland, our first attempt
at the Christmas Tree Festival (the decorations
reflected some of the projects we have been
involved in), and the well-attended Boxing Day
walk. See elsewhere in this newsletter for reports
on these.

Looking forward, we have our AGM, followed by a
talk about the Basingstoke Canal, on 10™ March.
Please note this year it is at Tringham Hall, as our
usual venue the Sports Pavilion is unavailable due
to rebuilding.

If any of you would like to come and join the

committee, you would be most welcome. We are a
friendly group. We meet once every two months,
with much business transacted by emails. Ideally we
hope for new ideas about events or projects we can
undertake for the village. Note that there is not too
much work involved!

Looking further forward, we are planning to hold
another talk (subject to be decided), and we will as
usual be at the Fete.

If you have friends in the village, please ask if they
are members of WEVS. It’s far easier to recruit new
members from personal contact.

Annual General Meeting: Tuesday 10 March

The Annual General Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 10 March 2026 at 7.30pm in Tringham Hall,
Benner Lane, West End, GU24 9JP.

The Minutes of the 2025 AGM are available to view
or download on the WEVS website,
www.wevs.org.uk under the ‘About’ tab, along with
the Chairman’s report, the Accounts for 2024, and
the presentation launching the History Project.

The AGM will be followed by a talk about the
Basingstoke Canal by Roger Cansdale of the
Basingstoke Canal Society — see page 4 for details.

After the talk there will be drinks and nibbles to
which all attendees are invited.

Agenda:

1.  Welcome; those present, and apologies

2. Approval of previous AGM minutes, and
Matters Arising

3.  Chairman’s report

4, Membership report

5 Treasurer’s report

6 Communications: Newsletters, digital-only
Bulletins, website, Facebook, other

7. Fete and Ag & Hort Show
8. Planning

9. Tree Group

10. West End History Project
11. Any other business

12. Election of Officers

Chairman: Pete Jones
Treasurer: Yvonne Simpson
Newsletter Editor: Guy Consterdine

Pauline Wells

WEVS Committee - comms@wevs.org.uk

Vice-Chairman: Jeff Llewellyn
Membership Secretary: Mary Anthony

Other members: Anne Allard, Andrew Hopkins, Yvette Jones, Savitri Kegge, Johan Schoeman,

Secretary: Jan Smith

For updates on WEVS events visit facebook.com/WestEndVillageSociety or wevs.org.uk

Page 1 photograph: Ice-covered Basingstoke Canal at Brookwood Lye, 8 January 2026.
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From The Editor Guy Consterdine

Welcome to the first WEVS Newsletter of 2026, and membershipwevs@gmail.com and stating your

the 208" in all.

As most members will know, since September last
year WEVS has produced a new type of publication.
In addition to our usual 12-page Newsletters in
print and digital formats which go to all members
three times a year, there are now irregular digital-
only Bulletins which are emailed to all members for
whom we have email addresses - the majority.

The Bulletins are intended to treble our direct
communication with members, to provide rapid
information on forthcoming new events (like the
Basingstoke Canal talk and AGM date, announced
in the January Bulletin) or other time-critical
information, and to give updates and reminders on
activities and relevant external events (the
November Bulletin ran to eight pages).

The Bulletins are digital-only, and sent by email,
because of speed and, most importantly, to avoid
over-burdening our hardworking volunteer
distributors of the printed Newsletters. It is not
practical to ask our distributors to hand-deliver
publications nearly every month.

To our distributors: thank you so much. Your work
three times a year is vital!

Did you receive Bulletins 1-3?

If, as a WEVS member, you didn’t receive the first
three bulletins, it means we don’t have your email
address. Do send it to us by emailing:

name, address and email address. The latter will
only be used for sending you bulletins and WEVS
material.

To show what the bulletins have covered so far, the
panel gives a list of the contents.

I’d be glad to hear from anyone with suggestions
for items to include in a future newsletter or
bulletin. Contact me through comms@wevs.org.uk
In this newsletter all articles with no author’s byline
are written by me.

Contents of first three digital-only bulletins
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Bulletin 1, September 2025

Announcing talk on heathlands, Boxing Day walk,
and Christmas Tree Festival; report on WEVS at
the Ag & Hort Show

Bulletin 2, November 2025

Report on heathlands talk; WEVS at Remembrance
Sunday; Garden Club; local government reorgani-
sation — West Surrey to replace SCC and local
councils; WEVS bulb planting; review of parish
boundaries; Local Plan update; 30 new houses at
Scotts Grove; Compost Centre closure; West End
Social Club; WEVS History Project

Bulletin 3, January 2026

Announcing Basingstoke Canal talk, and AGM;
report on Christmas Tree Festival and Boxing Day
walk

WEVS Subscriptions Mary Anthony

2026 Subscriptions are now due. Annual
membership is £4 per household, a three-year
membership is £10, and Life Membership is £75.
There are several ways to pay:

. Bank transfer (our preferred method): If you
wish to pay this way, please email member-
shipwevs@gmail.com with your name and

address. We will send you our bank details
(recently changed) along with a unique
reference code. Please do use the code
otherwise we may not be able to allocate the
payment to you

. Hand your subscription to our newsletter
distributor when they call

. Pay by cash or card at the WEVS AGM on 10"
March

. Use the payment links in the Membership
section of our website https://wevs.org.uk/
membership/ Make sure you include your
address in the “Your full name" field — the

field will take many characters.

For any membership or subscription enquiries,
please email membershipwevs@gmail.com


mailto:membership@wevs.org.uk
mailto:comms@wevs.org.uk
mailto:membershipwevs@gmail.com
mailto:membershipwevs@gmail.com
https://wevs.org.uk/membership
https://wevs.org.uk/membership
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Talk About the Basingstoke Canal: 10 March

We are fortunate to have the Basingstoke Canal
within easy reach of West End. It’s a beautiful rural
corridor through parts of Surrey and Hampshire,
whose 32-mile towpath is ideal for walking or
cycling, and boat trips are offered from Woking and
Odiham.

Roger Cansdale will give WEVS a talk about the
canal immediately following the AGM business (see
page 2) on 10 March at 7.30 in Tringham Hall,
Benner Lane. Roger is one of the leading lights of
the Basingstoke Canal Society. He was a Director of
the Society for many years, is an author, a former
Editor of the Society’s quarterly magazine, and an
experienced public speaker.

2 £ VSN a’gi;'ﬂfn?' ':'r’/ "‘ /
Restoration working party at Odiham, 1984

Another date for your diary is 18 April when the
Basingstoke Canal Society will be celebrating 60

- years of their existence. It will be a Gala Day by the
- N canal at Boundary Road recreation field, Woking,
and will include the naming ceremony for a new

% all-electric trip boat, Kitty 2, which will operate trips
§ from Woking’s wharf by The Lightbox. Details will
soon be on the Basingstoke Canal Society’s website.

BASINGSTOKE
CANAL

DIETER JEBENS &
ROGER CANSDALE

Restoring Scotland Bridge lock, West Byfleet, 1984

Roger will discuss the history of the canal, its
restoration and current situation, and its value as a
local amenity.

The canal was opened in 1794. Rarely profitable, it
closed in 1932 and limited traffic at the eastern end
finished in 1949. It lay derelict for years. In 1966 a
group of enthusiasts formed what is now known as
the Basingstoke Canal Society. They began an
ambitious programme to restore the canal to full
working order. This was completed in 1991. Since
then the Society has been active in maintaining the
canal. Roger will tell us about all this in fascinating
detail.
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Everyone is welcome to the talk. Entry will be free

for WEVS members, and £4 (per household) for non
-members which will include membership of WEVS.
-

- - - .

2007 book co-authored by Roger Cansdale




Our Amazing Heathlands Nicola Bu
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Editor: In September, Michael Jones, Education Officer of Thames Basin Heaths Partnership, gave a stimu-
lating talk to WEVS about the rare and precious lowland heathlands in Surrey and neighbouring counties.
The evening was reported in our digital-only Bulletin 2 dated November 2025. Following this up, Michael’s
colleague Nicola Buckland, Communications Officer of Thames Basin Heaths Partnership, has written the

following article for this Newsletter.

For many of us, the Thames Basin Heaths are part
of our local community and we talk about them
with a certain level of confidence. But to new
visitors, the landscape may have an unfamiliar feel
to it! For the Thames Basin Heaths Partnership
team connecting visitors with the heaths is a truly
important aim. We want to share with visitors just
how rare and fragile lowland heath is and showcase
the amazing variety of wildlife that call it home. But
where to start? Visitors are drawn to heathland for
many different reasons. Fresh air and exercise, to
walk the dog, or to spot wildlife. Forming a
connection with a landscape takes time and is a
rather subjective thing!

It can help to visualise the things about heathland
that bring you joy. For some the heaths are simply
aesthetically pleasing. But zone in and picture some
of the charismatic heathland birds, reptiles and
insects during summer, with the glorious sound-
track of bird song, bees buzzing and lizards
scuttling, and the heath comes to life! Combined
with the vibrant pinks and purples of the heather,
it’s a feast for the senses. Inquisitive minds begin to
ask ‘what is that?’ and over time, with familiarisa-
tion, there comes a level of expectation. Where are
the Dartford Warblers that | expect to see perched
atop the gorse? Will | get to the end of this path
and find a cloud of Silver-studded Blue butterflies
fluttering over the heather? Of course, other
intriguing species are harder to spot, such as the

The photograph: Greyspot Hill is on the horizon. It’s a low
eminence but affords an excellent panorama over West End
Common. It’s many years since one could cycle or walk there
for the view, before the Army fence was erected. Today one
might see red deer.

carnivorous Sundew plant, tucked away amongst
the mosses in the wet heath areas. Those children
fortunate enough to join Education Officer Michael
Jones for one of his outdoor sessions return to
school full of excitement and stories of exploring
their local heath! This is where memories are made
and a respect and passion for nature is nurtured.
By connecting with the heaths we see their
vulnerability and feel the urge to protect them.
How can visitors do this? Simply by giving wildlife
the respectful distance it deserves. Keeping
ourselves and our canine companions on paths dur-
ing ground-nesting bird season means birds such as
the majestic Nightjar can raise their young without
disturbance. Reptiles can bask peacefully, storing
up energy from the summer warmth. And rare
plants can thrive.

Sadly, the devastating consequences of wildfire can
undo this peace and harmony. Talking about
wildfire prevention with visitors is a vital part of our
work and we’d love you to help us spread the
#BeWildfireAware message.

You can find out more about the fantastic work of
the partnership at
https://www.tbhpartnership.org.uk/



https://www.tbhpartnership.org.uk/
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The Ag & Hort Show Mandy Bye

The Ag & Hort* Committee is delighted to look back
on our 2025 Show where we proudly celebrated our
121st show year where the weather behaved itself
for once!

We were thrilled to see so many people through the
gates, enjoying the stalls, snapping up some lovely
gifts, and soaking up the entertainment. The dog
show and dog agility kept tails wagging, Morris
Dancers kept us on our toes and Staines Lammas
Band provided a wonderful soundtrack to the day
while John Medhurst’s magnificent Suffolk Punch
horse, Bowler, proved once again that dray rides
never go out of fashion.

We were especially pleased to receive 824 show
entries, our highest number for ten years and the
second-highest on record (clearly you’ve all been
busy!). The Barn Dance in the evening was another
huge success, with plenty of energetic dancing and
happy feet, so much so that the band has already
been booked again for this year.

Sadly, we weren’t able to hold our annual ploughing
match in September but fingers crossed we’ll be
back in action this coming September. Full details
will be shared on our website and Facebook page
nearer the time.

Our AGM and first committee meeting of the year
took place at the West End Social Club on Tuesday
20 January 2026, where plans are already well
underway for our 122nd show to be held on
Saturday 12 September 2026. Event details and
timings will be available on our website with entry
forms and schedules ready to download later in the
year at www.wewdahs.org. Printed schedules will
also be on sale and sent out to members in May.
If you’d like to become a member please contact
Mandy Bye (07740 472247 or

West End Village Fete, Saturday 13 June
This year’s Fete will be on 13 June on the Recreation

Ground. The Parade will start at 12.30 and the Fete
opening will be at 13.00. Among the entertainments
will be arena displays, many local stalls, crockery
smash, Punch & Judy, licenced bar, children’s round-
abouts, Dog Show, bouncy castle, plant sale, and
much else. WEVS will have a marquee there as in
previous years. There is still time to book stalls

sevenbyes@hotmail.com) or download a
membership form and send it to David Pearce.
Excellent value for just £3.00. You’ll receive a
schedule packed with Show information, enjoy
reduced entry fees for certain classes and gain ac-
cess to the marquee.

We'll be making a few updates to some of our
classes in February to keep up with current trends
and technology while still holding on to many much
loved favourites such as jars of marmalade and jelly,
patio flower containers and plenty more (because
some traditions are just too good to lose).

Ag & Hort Show 2025: inside the WEVS marquee

Our next committee meeting will be on Tuesday 3
March at the West End Social Club (side room). If
you fancy joining the committee or would like to
help out on Show day, please give Mandy Bye a call
as new faces, fresh ideas and extra pairs of hands
are always welcome!

We can’t wait to see you all on Saturday 12 Septem-
ber 2026 so please mark your calendars now!

*Formally, the West End, Windlesham & District
Agricultural & Horticultural Society

2025 Fete


http://www.wewdahs.org
mailto:sevenbyes@hotmail.com

Spring is Around the Corner: Garden Club

Chris Anthony

Despite the cold wintery weather we have endured
since the start of the year you should by now have
noticed signs that Spring is not far off. It won’t be
long before lengthening days and a small rise in
temperature will trigger stronger growth in the
bulbs and shrubs in your gardens and around the
village. In fact, there have been some signs of this in
my garden for several weeks and this has been very
welcome.

Bt oW
Eranthis
Plants and shrubs that bloom in winter are well
worth planting as they bring cheer to even the most
dismal of days. Without fail our hamamelis (witch
hazel) starts flowering on or around the shortest
day and by mid-January it is putting on a spectacular
display which lasts well into February. The fragrant
blossom of the chimonanthus (winter sweet) had
been particularly good this year until it was severely

crocuses is well worth while. If you aren’t inclined
to brave the congested roads it won’t be long be-
fore the crocus bulbs around the village will be
flowering and these will be followed by the masses
of daffodils planted by WEVS in the years before

Iris Unguicularis

If you enjoy gardening, why not come along to one
of the Village Garden Club meetings? These are held
in Tringham Hall, Benner Lane on the fourth
Tuesday of the month, starting about 7:45pm. Non-
members are welcome and can come along, to see
whether it’s of interest, for a modest fee of £2.00,
which includes refreshments. We have a varied and
interesting selection of talks by outside experts. The
next meetings are outlined in the accompanying
table.

nipped by the cold spell. Nearer to ground level, the PS8RV TE-CReE G S e [T 1|16

iris unguicularis (Algerian iris) and lovely yellow
eranthis (winter aconite) have persevered, and alt-
hough the snowdrops have been a little late to put
in an appearance it won’t be long before they join
the party.

If you have the time, it is well worth making a trip to
one of the estates that feature magnificent drifts of
snowdrops. One such venue is Welford Park, near
Newbury in Berkshire, where you can marvel at the
sight of literally millions of snowdrop blooms in the
surrounding woodlands. There is still time to make
the journey there but if you are too late, a visit to
RHS Wisley in a few weeks’ time to see the banks of

Date Subject

24 February @ Plants For Free

28 April History of Squires Garden Centres
26 May History of the Allotment Movement
23 June The Gardens of Japan

28 July The History of Chocolate

If you would like more information about joining
the Garden Club please contact either our secre-
tary, Judy Douch on email at:
judithdouch@gmail.com or phone 01483 475133,
or our membership secretary Fred Wells on email
at: wellsfrederick@hotmail.com.
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Medhurst Pond and the Family Connection

It was good to see the village pond given formal
recognition of its previously informal name,
Medhurst Pond, through the new sign erected last
summer. The sign also reminds us that the large
open green space in which the pond lies is known as
the ‘recreation ground’ or ‘rec’, not a ‘park’.

......

Welcome to

MEDHURST POND

and the
RECREATION GROUND
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John Medhurst and sign, with icy pond behind.
10 January 2026

| asked John Medhurst about the connection
between his family and the pond. John, born in
West End, has been a Parish Councillor since 1992,
serving as Chairman at times, and he runs his own
business W J Medhurst (Developments) Ltd, which
focuses on foul water drainage and installation of
sewage treatment plants and also supplying
aggregates and concrete to local builders.

The Medhurst connection to the pond goes back to
John’s grandfather Horace Medhurst. Around 1930
Horace purchased Bolting House Farm which was in
Streets Heath along the section between Benner
Lane and what is now Old Acre.

Horace farmed land on which today Barnsford
Crescent, Jenner Drive, Malthouse Lane,
Boldinghouse Lane and part of Commonfields now
stand. He owned approximately 6 acres of farm
land, but most of the land he farmed was rented. He
was a champion ploughman for many years in the
area with his Shire horses.

The name Bolting House is interesting. In cereal har-
vesting ‘bolting’ was a traditional term (little used
now) for the sieving process to separate the grain
from the chaff, or the bran from the flour. In 1963
when the developer W. Deakin of Woking

purchased the farm and the surrounding land and

was building houses on land that Horace Medhurst

had farmed from Bolting House, Deakin named two
of the new roads after the local farms, hence
Malthouse Lane and, after Medhurst’s farm but
reworking (mis-spelling?) the name, Boldinghouse

5 Lane.

There used to be two ponds near Bolting House

i Farm on the heathland north of Streets Heath (now
¥ incorporated into the recreation ground). The
western pond became filled in, leaving the present

pond for Horace’s farm horses and other animals to
drink from. It thus became known as Medhurst
Pond. It was deepened about 30 years ago and
made a fraction bigger.

Wards of Egham would come to the farm in October
every year to thrash the corn in the farmyard.

Horace would then deliver the corn to Benhams Mill

in Chobham, which was near Chobham Fire Station,
using the Shire horses and wagon. That continued
until around 1960 when Horace sold off the horses
and closed the farm.

Horace ran a farm shop on his premises, which
continued to the mid 1960s, and a number of the
older West Enders can still remember going there to
buy vegetables and fruit, served by “Mr Medhurst”
himself.

- i e A BT
Medhurst Pond, 13 September 2025. After the very
hot dry summer the water level was so low that the

ducks had a beach to waddle on
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Horace Medhurst and his Shire horses, c1930

Horace had two sons, Ron and Ralph. Ralph was
John’s father, but he was not involved with the
farm, instead working for local builders and Surrey
County Council. However, Ron became the West
End village postman for 40 years until he retired.
John on the other hand, as a young boy loved being
on the farm, especially when binders were cutting
the corn or the thresher was working or other
exciting things were happening. By the age of 11
John was driving horses, and he learned to drive the
late Joe Daborn’s grey Ferguson tractors at Joe’s
place at The Laurels, Fairfield Lane.

One hard winter in the 1960s (probably 1963)
Medhurst Pond’s surface was ice at least six inches
thick, and John recalls driving his motor hoe and
trailer over the pond and doing wheelies, or pulling
six to eight children in the trailer (probably not
recommended!)

Horace Medhurst used to take his Shire horses to

local shows and ploughing matches. John purchased
Shire horses around 1988 and appeared at local
fetes and shows. Then in 1990 John had the oppor-
tunity to carry out the PR work for Fullers Brewery
based in Chiswick, famous for its London Pride Ale.
He looked after the Fullers horses as well for the
following 30 years.

Sadly in 2019 Fullers sold off the breweries to Asahi
UK Ltd after 160 years of brewing. Now John only
does around 16 PR jobs instead of in the region of
35 a year with the horses for Fuller, Smith and
Turner PLC which is now only a pub company, with
around 350 pubs.

For many years John has carried on his late grandfa-
ther’s tradition, and many residents who enjoy
West End fetes or Shows will be familiar with John
giving rides on a dray pulled by his Shire horses, or
sometimes Suffolk Punches which are a very rare
breed.
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The Boxing Day Walk Chris Anthony

The weather gods smiled upon us on Boxing Day
and although the clouds looked threatening, the
rain held off and the traditional WEVS Boxing Day
walk could go ahead unimpeded. The main party of
walkers assembled outside Tringham Hall mid-
morning and after a short briefing by the organis-
ers, set off towards Brentmoor Heath. They were
joined by a secondary group on the open space
opposite the Hare & Hounds to swell the numbers
to an impressive 74, plus a handful of canine
chums.

The route of the walk took us up to New England

Because we had not had any rain for about a week,
the going was comparatively dry with no large
puddles to negotiate and no slip hazards. The walk
lasted a mere 1 % hours, perfect timing for those
who fancied some refreshments before returning
home. It is a great way to get some fresh air and
gentle exercise to work off some of the excesses of
Christmas Day. If you didn’t join us this time, why
not come along next Christmas?

Hill, over the top of the Heath, past the Bronze Age S%=u=

burial mounds and down the wide gravel track to
the junction with Brentmoor Road. This marked
the half way stage and a number of walkers re-
turned to the village via the road. The rest of the
party continued along to Priests Lane where the
traditional Boxing Day clay pigeon shoot provided
some additional entertainment. And then it was
back towards the Heath and the finishing point
outside the Hare & Hounds.

Boxing Day walkers outside Tringham Hall

Christmas Tree Festival

WEVS and the Garden Club both participated in the
Christmas Tree Festival in Holy Trinity Church on
13th & 14th December. The Festival was a sociable
and thought-inducing exhibition with about 40
beautifully decorated and lit trees lined along the
sides of the nave and in the chancel, each decorated
by a local organisation.

The WEVS tree (left) reflected some of our main
activities, such as commissioning Lucas the Stag on
Fellow Green roundabout (there were many stags
leaping about our Christmas tree!), our History
Project, and our footpath walks.

The Garden Club tree (centre) included symbols of
winter berries, fruit and vegetables.
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West End Social Club Kathy Butcher

West End Social Club
offers a wide range of
activities and events. It
has a private car park
and there is also a bus
stop in close proximity.
The club is proud to
support national
charities and local
groups and societies in the village. There are access
and facilities for the disabled

EST. 1885

Weekly events include Bingo, Line Dancing, Jive
Lessons, Sports Quiz League, Short Mat Bowls, Pool,
and Darts.

Monthly events include Live Music, Tribute Acts,
Americana and Country Music, Quiz, Open Mic/Jam
Session, evening Bingo and Skittles.

Hall Hire: we have two halls which both have dance
floors and can be hired for special events including
parties, weddings, corporate events, wakes and
society club meetings etc. There is also a small

Making a Will: a Loving Gift to Your Family

meeting room which can be hired for up to 20
people. Buffet can be supplied if required.

Our Bar offers a wide range of alcoholic and
non-alcoholic drinks, real ales, cocktails, hot drinks
and snacks at very competitive prices. If you
become a club member you can enjoy a further
discount at the bar.

There is a lot going on. For example Saturday
evening entertainments in February are:

7 Feb - Everley Brothers tribute (Temple Bros); 14
Feb - Quiz; 21 Feb - Goldsworth Gerry (60s pop); 28
Feb - Thunderhead (70s light rock). For times, and
other events, visit the website
www.westendsocialclub.co.uk

For further details on room hire, events or club
membership please contact the club on 01276
858501/Mobile 07845 232619 or email:
westendsocialclub@btconnect.com,

alternatively call in (at 2 High Street, West End,
GU24 9PL) and speak to a member of the bar staff
who will be pleased to help.

Lucy Castle

This article is contributed by West Ender Lucy Castle,

Philanthropy Manager of Frimley Health Charity,
which works on behalf of our local Surrey Heath
hospital, Frimley Park and its associated sites. Lucy
lives in Rose Meadow.

We know talking about wills isn't anyone's favourite
topic, but creating one is honestly one of the
kindest things you can do for your loved ones -
giving your family clarity and comfort when they
need it most.

If you pass away without a will in the UK, the law

decides who gets what through "intestacy rules."

Unfortunately these rigid rules often don't reflect
what we'd actually want. Unmarried partners get

nothing, stepchildren are left out, and sometimes
distant relatives inherit instead of the people who
matter most.

Having a proper will means you're in control. You
decide who gets your treasured family photos,
who'll care for the children, and how to share your
home. It's such a relief knowing everything's sorted!

Many people also love including a gift to charity in
their wills - a beautiful way to make a lasting
difference.

Frimley Health Charity has partnered with Octopus
Legacies to offer free will-writing using code
FHCFREE. We'd be tremendously grateful if you'd
consider a small charitable gift to help us continue
delivering above and beyond for your local hospital
community. This arrangement with Octopus expires
at the end of February.

For more information, contact
lucy.castle3@nhs.net

11
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WEVS History Project
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The WEVS History Project, our Project of the Year
for 2025, has made good progress since its launch
in February 2025. We have built a collection of
more than 700 historic photographs, most already
digitised with further images awaiting scanning. We
also have about 60 print documents which have
been scanned.

The Project team — Johan Schoeman, Savitri Kegge
and | - are reviewing software which will enable us
to make all the photos and documents searchable
on the WEVS website. The aim is that, on the
website, users will be able to click on a photograph
to enlarge it and to read associated text; and search
terms (such as an event, or the name of a person, a
street or a building) can be entered to find all items
that match the chosen criteria. We are aiming to
launch this during 2026.

At the same time we want to continue adding to
the collection of images and documents. We
encourage residents and local organisations to send
us any photographs they have of events, people or
views in West End, from the early years of
photography through to the present, and of course
into the future as the months go by. They can be in
any form: prints, slides or negatives, or digital
images. Prints, negatives and slides will be digitised
and the originals returned. The information we
would like about each image (as far as possible) is
title, photographer, date, description and any
further information. Please contact us at:
historyproject@wevs.org.uk to arrange delivery/
collection of photographs or documents.

By giving us these items donors are acknowledging
that they may be used in public on our website or in
displays, newsletters or other media.

WEVS is very grateful to all who have contributed
to our collection of historic photos and documents.
We aim to create an exciting and accessible
archive of West End’s past with your help!

The importance of writing it down

From time to time | am in personal conversations
about earlier times in and around West End. My
reaction usually includes urging the speakers to
write it down, otherwise such memories will be lost
forever and the opportunity to enrich the recorded
history of West End, and indeed the speaker’s own
family, will be missed.

Do write down memories of your childhoods, and
episodes in your life which may be of family or
wider interest. Write dates and details on the back
of photograph prints, or write notes on or about
digital photos (most digital cameras have a facility
for recording details of photos). Your relatives and
friends will be interested, and if West End features
in it WEVS’ History Project team will be interested
too. It is the memories and records of ordinary
citizens that lie at the heart of local history.

Joy Thorn’s memoir of the VE Day celebrations in
1945, published in WEVS Newsletter 207, Autumn
2025, is a good example. John Medhurst’s family
story told on pages 8-9 in this Newsletter is another
example. These are included in the History Project
collection.

Horace Medhurst ploughing, c1958, where The Maltings now stands. See pages 8-9
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