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This is a pdf version of the Powerpoint presentation
| gave at the WEVS AGM.

Some slides have been modified with added
captions to make them self-explanatory without my
spoken narrative.

A few additional slides (with grey text like this) are
entirely new to cover certain comments.



For those who don’t know me

| have lived in West End for 50 years
Connection with WEVS:
| was one of four founders of WEVS in 1973;

the first Chairman; served on the Committee for many
YCEIS

Member of Village Design Statement team
Currently:
Secretary of West End Action Group

Co-founder & Secretary of Fairfield Lane Residents
Association



Iron Age settlement discovered,
summer 2017

In fields around Malthouse Farm

On Martin Grant Homes (MGH) land
for 95 homes

Condition of planning permission:
archaeological survey before
construction begins. Conducted by
Cotswold Archaeology



This evening: review of findings so far:
 as known while excavations in progress

 updates | received from Cotswold
Archaeology

* speculation by me (amateur
enthusiast!)

Full report on findings & lab analysis by
Cotswold Archaeology due in early summer



| had already been in touch with MGH - for
West End Action Group, and Fairfield Lane
Residents Association

MGH not planning to publicise finds while
excavations ongoing

So | talked to archaeologists on site,
frequently, as excavations progressed.

Kept village informed though several media
(next slide)






A couple of definitions:

Bronze Age: c3000-800 BC

Iron Age: c800 BC—-100 AD



West End has Bronze Age barrows
(burial mounds) unique in Surrey —

on Brentmoor Heath
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Map of Iron Age finds in local ’
district (drawn by David

Stokes of Chobham). At my L\X /
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Iron Age finds nearby

Lightwater/Windlesham:

Iron spear head (above) & a well;

Lining of smelting hearth; iron slag; pots
Bagshot:

Lining of smelting hearth; iron slag; pots



The West End excavations

July & August 2017



Location: fields around Malthouse Farm, east of Benner Lane

(marked by red boundary)

Bronze/lron Age

pottery T

Main excavation
area: discussed later

Exploratory
trenches dug
across whole site

| Holy Trinity School
Roman & medieval
pottery & artifacts

site boundary
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| took a series of photographs recording the
progress of the excavations, while talking to the
archaeologists



Beginning of main
excavation — starting to
- remove modern topsoil to
i reveal Iron Age level.

& ¥Viewed from Fairfield Lane
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Days later: wider area of topsoil scraped
away, down to Iron Age level
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The circular ditch which shows where the Iron Age
roundhouse stood would have been created partly
by rainwater falling off the circular roof and gouging
a trench.

In addition it was deepened by the occupants;
archaeological excavation discovered it had been
dug to a depth of around one foot, to hold heavy
rainfall while it gradually sank into the ground — to
protect the house from flooding.
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After taking the previous photo | asked Joe, the
supervising archaeologist, if | could see some of the
Iron Age pottery. His colleague in the photo called
out “I've just dug up some good pieces here!”. Joe
washed it in a puddle and handed it to me. It was
surreal and exciting to hold something manmade
no-one had seen for 2,500 years till now. That is the
magic of archaeology!

It was several fragments of a pot.
Joe held it while | took photographs.












The pottery found in West End was Burnished
Blackware, the most common type of Iron Age pottery. It
is burnished (polished) to make the surface smooth and
shiny.

Here is a set of such pots, of different shapes and
purposes, excavated in Dorset.

Burnished Blackware
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Iron Age
iron slag

Exploratory trenchess :

" "Luckily, this trench
- —for initial \r i encountered a roundhouse!
o

archaeological survey

|
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Archaeologists interpreted some of the Iron Age ditches as field boundaries



Iron working at West End

Iron slag & heat-affected clay found in one pit
Slag found in other features on the site
Initial archaeological report:

“Iron working nearby - likely to be outside the
area of excavation.”

Manufacturing suggests a group of families rather
than one family?

Probably more roundhouses beyond excavated
area



What might the Iron Age
settlement have looked like?



Recreation of an Iron Age farm, at Butser,

near Petersfield, Hampshire
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Butser Iron Age farm
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What did Iron Age field
systems look like?

What might the West End landscape have
looked like?



Iron Age field system, llfracombe, Devon

Ditches and banks define small fields of roughly
rectangular shape, but reflecting contours of the land
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Why was the settlement
located where it was?

| have sketched some maps to suggest why



The local river syste N

Hale Bourne/\

To Chobham

Rises in
—_——

Bagshot

Present day
West End here

The Bourne

Rises in
Hagthorn Bog,
West End



Add the contours of the land
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Add modern roads, in red

Lightwater bypass /\

S ~
A319 to Chobham

Benner Lane
Red

Road

Fellow Green
Gordon’s

roundabout

A322 to Bisley



Add the Bronze & Iron Age locations
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(- Iron Age roundhouses
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Remove the modern roads: what prehistoric people saw —
an excellent settlement site on a well-d«ained spur of land
jecting from Chobham Ridges, with rivenwater close by
to north an
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Bronze Age barrows
P Storage pit

(- Iron Age roundhouses
and granary store



How extensive might the
settlement have been?

(Here come my most speculative suggestions!)



There is a strong possibility that the excavated site
caught the edge of a larger settlement (an idea
reinforced by the presence of iron smelting). Several
archaeologists I've consulted agree.

Further roundhouses (if any) could well be north
and east of the two found, because

(a) no houses found close by to the south or west,

(b) the highest point of the land is a few hundred
yards to the north, and settlements were often
located on or around the highest ground



There was probably a considerable field system, for
growing crops and keeping animals.

The excavation found traces of a field system.

There is a fairly level plateau in the Fairfield
Lane/Benner Lane area, and fields would probably
be located there... and maybe much more widely.



Edge of plateau of fairly
level land (orange line)

, Ground level
Highest point on plateau Z WY, ) 27 2. falls here
(triangle) S il 7 50X o o

Most likely area for other
roundhouses (if any) —
within circle

Excavated roundhouses
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The local Celtic tribe in our area
was the Atrebates
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West End is a story of continuous
occupation for 5,000 years

Bronze Age
Iron Age
Roman
Medieval
Modern



