Beating the Bounds

The Chobham Parish Magazine May 1886 records the following:  ‘Beating of Parish Bounds’.  On the 26th and 27th the bounds of our extensive parish was beaten.  The first day’s walk of 12 miles from the road at Longcross skirted Chertsey, Horsell and Bisley parishes and was finished at Goddy Hall Lane.  Mr. Rickman most kindly treated the entire party to a substantial lunch.  The walk from Bonsor’s Lane to Mimbridge was through ground considerably under water and many amusing incidents occurred.  The second day course of 14 miles was on the borders of Pirbright, Frimley, Windlesham and Egham parishes.  Few walks could furnish a finer variety of views and all who took part in the 26 miles perambulation seemed thoroughly to enjoy themselves.  The Chobham and West End Bands contributed cheerful music at intervals.  It is suggested that it would be desirable to Beat the Bounds every seven years, as the intervening of longer periods leads to no little uncertainty as to the precise landmarks.  The last two occasions of the perambulation were in 1874 and 1885 and one was made on May 26th and 27th 1786.

